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Profile 
Established in 1995, Lemming Film is one of the leading film and television production companies 
based in Amsterdam, with a proven track record in delivering quality commercial film and television 
productions. It produces children's, teen and family market projects as well as international arthouse 
films. Lemming Film was founded and continues to be run by Co-CEO's Leontine Petit and Joost de 
Vries along with screenwriter Marco van Geffen. Leontine Petit is Head of Production, Joost de Vries is 
Head of Business Affairs and Marco van Geffen is, together with Leontine Petit, responsible for the 
development of the drama productions. 
Lemming Film produces projects that reflect an open-minded vision on contemporary society. It 
initiates and nurtures close collaborations with the most exciting screenwriters, directors and acting 
talents as well as being a key player in international co-productions with productions from continental 
Europe, Africa, South America and Mongolia. With a clear eye on both its national and international 
markets, Lemming Film is participating in the new challenges of film and television distribution as well 
as in the possibilities of multimedia. 
    
Filmography (excerpt) 
2007        KHADAK KHADAK KHADAK KHADAK 104’, feature film/script & director: Peter Brosens & Jessica Woodworth 

Awards o.a.:Lion of the Future Best Debut, Venice 2007/Jury Award nomination Sundance 
2007/Fipresci Award Oslo 2007/Best Script, Master Script School, Berlin 2004 

 
2007        STAGES STAGES STAGES STAGES 90’, feature film / director: Mijke de Jong, script: Jolein Laarman 

Awards, o.a.: Jury Special Mention, Locarno 2007/Best Film, European Film Festival 
Portugal 2007/Golden Calf, Best Director & Best Actress & Best Sound, Netherlands Film 
Festival 2007/Dutch  Critics Award 2007 

 
2005        SCHNITZEL PARADISE SCHNITZEL PARADISE SCHNITZEL PARADISE SCHNITZEL PARADISE 82’, feature film/director: Martin Koolhoven, script: Marco van 

Geffen. Official selection Competition Berlinale/Kinderfilmfest 14+ 2006 
Awards o.a.: Golden Calf Best Supporting Act, Netherlands Film Festival 2005/Best 
Screenplay, Skip City, Japan 2006/Best Actor, HBO Comedy Arts Festival (USA) 2007 

 
2005        BONKERS BONKERS BONKERS BONKERS 84’, feature film / director: Martin Koolhoven, script: Mieke de Jong 

Awards, o.a.: Audience Award for Best Film, Cinekid 2005/ Audience Award for Best Film  
Netherlands Film Festival 2006/Silver Cairo Award for Best Film 2006/Young Audience 
Award for Best Film, Leeds 2006 

 
2005        LEPEL LEPEL LEPEL LEPEL 92’, feature film / director: Willem van de Sande Bakhuyzen, script: Mieke de Jong 

Awards, o.a.: Film & Kino Children's Film Award, Kristiansand 2006, Script Writing Award, 
Goldener Spatz, Germany, Golden Calf Best Production Design, Netherlands Film Festival  
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Maryam Hassouni and Eva van de Wijdeven on DUNYA & DESIE 
 
Eva: “Marokko was an exciting and interesting experience. We’ve seen much more of the country than I’d 
expected. What’s more, I’ve done my best to learn a few words of Moroccan. Recently I was on the tram 
with some Moroccan women who were talking to each other. I instantly felt the urge to take part in their 
conversation!”  
 
Maryam: “I found working abroad a great challenge. To be away from home for a long time, not knowing 
where you’ll end up. I’m from Morocco myself, but it’s a big country with thousands of cultures and 
languages. In the north, where I’m from, people speak a completely different accent than they do in the 
south, where the shoots took place. Also the food and the landscape were totally incomparable. When I 
arrived in Casablanca I was shocked to find such a flat landscape. I know Morocco as a country in which 
you’re surrounded by mountains.” 
 
The cooperation with the local crew members was very special. Eva: “These people usually work in 
gigantic film sets such as GLADIATOR or BABEL, so they’re incredibly experienced. And in addition they can 
arrange things in their language that would be impossible for us. Together we communicated in French or 
English. Also in our spare time, after the shoots, everyone hung out together. Football matches were held 
between the Dutch and the Moroccans. And the cast and crew frequently went out to have dinner 
together and to dance afterwards.” 
 
Dunya and Desie’s characters differ greatly. “Dunya is modest and intellectual whereas Desie is loose and 
emotional. Dunya believes in true love where Desie is messing about with men once more: she has two 
and in the end she dumps both of them. Playing Dunya and Desie in the series was really spontaneous for 
us, we simply did what came to mind, says Eva. “We’re older now and we’ve played many other roles in 
films and theatre. I must admit I’ve wondered how we would handle that. But during rehearsals it turned 
out that we’d recovered the characters in ten minutes.I can understand Desie. Everyone goes through such 
a phase at some moment. You’ve finished school and you’re wondering what choices to make. You’re 
looking for your own attitude towards life. That is why she wants to find her father. It’s just that the way 
she goes about this is very impulsive to most people.” 
 
Maryam: “Dunya doesn’t make a big problem of being married off to her cousin. Her reaction is something 
like: “I’ll see, maybe he’s a nice boy’. It’s not really an issue. Her being married off is rather the reason for 
going to Morocco, where a story can develop.” 
In order to pick up Dunya’s character again there is one thing Maryam had to retrieve. “In the series Dunya 
has a dreamy expression in her eyes, the expression I had as an adolescent. It took a little trouble, but I 
think I’ve managed to get that look back completely.” 
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Dana Nechushtan about the film:  
“The power of DUNYA AND DESIE - apart from the seemingly realistic style - is also in the way the story is 
written and the casting of the actors. Time after time, Robert Alberdingk Thijm proves able to present 
Dunya and Desie’s world, no matter how complex it is, in a simple, powerful and touching way. The light 
tone in which he is able to describe ‘life’s big problems’ is unique. His characters are true to life and his 
dialogues go straight into my (and many other people’s) heart. 
In DUNYA AND DESIE the different cultural backgrounds are never explicitly used or named in order to 
make a political statement. They do play a role, but Desie’s problems are just as big as those of Dunya and 
her Moroccan family. It’s because DUNYA AND DESIE is solely about friendship that it can show a much 
more intimate picture of their backgrounds. I am convinced therefore that this approach will establish 
recognition, appreciation and cinematic pleasure in both the Dutch and the Moroccan community.” 
 
  
 
 
Robert Alberdingk Thijm about the film: 
“According to a study among the target group, the power of DUNYA AND DESIE lies in the identification 
with the characters and the simplicity of the events. Although the ‘fairytale-like’ tone is highly appreciated, 
the viewers seem particularly touched and aroused by the –humorously presented- treatment of 
contemporary dilemmas. We think DUNYA AND DESIE has become the character driven road movie we had 
in mind, and we are convinced that the light tone with which important personal experiences are treated 
and the adventurous journey Dunya and Desie make through Morocco will be an unforgettable cinematic 
experience for a lot of young people.” 
 
 
 
 
Lemming Film about the film: 
“For Lemming Film, DUNYA AND DESIE fits perfectly into the profile we’ve established over the past few 
years: contemporary feature films for children and youths of Dutch as well as foreign origin. Additionally 
we aim to spread public values among the audience in an entertaining way.  
We are convinced that the feature film can be as successful as the series and reach an even bigger 
audience. The reason we think so, is not only in the quality of the script and the director, but also in the 
target group’s need to see ‘feel good’ stories they can connect with. Dunya and Desie are the kind of girls 
that the target group can strongly identify with and thus it can go along with the girls’ adventure in 
Morocco.” 
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Dunya    Maryam Hassouni 
Desie    Eva van de Wijdeven 
Monique   Christine van Stralen 
Jeff    Theo Maassen 
Rachida    Rachida Iaallala 
Nabil    Mahjoub Benmoussa 
Soufian    Iliass Ojja 
Samir    Ilias Addab 
Pim    Tygo Gernandt 
Maik    Micha Hulshof 
Fortune teller   Fatema Ouechay 
Hans Schakel   Marcel Musters 
 Schakel wife   Alix Adams 
Brother Desie   Matthijs van de Sande Bakhuyzen 
 
 
Director     Dana Nechushtan 
Scenario     Robert Alberdingk Thijm 
Director of photography   Bert Pot nsc 
Editor      JP Luijsterburg 
Production design    Minka Mooren & Gerard Loomans 
Costume design    Monica Petit 
Hair and make-up     Liselotte Bredero 
Sound design     Gert Janssen 
Composer, orchestration & conductor  Steve Willaert      
Casting      Oi Mundo Casting, Rebecca van Unen  
 
Co-producer A Private View   Jean-Claude Van Rijckeghem, Mieke de Wulf, Dries Phlypo 
Co-producers Motion Investment Group Jeremy Burdek, Nadia Khamlichi, Adrian Politowski 
Final editing NPS    Marina Blok & Sandra Beerends 
Producer NPS     George van Breemen 
 
International sales agent   Delphis Films, Xiaojuan Zhou 
Producers     Leontine Petit & Joost de Vries 
 
 
 
The scenario for Dunya & Desie is based upon the NPS drama series of the same title and has been 
developed with financial contributions from the Intendant of the Dutch Film Fund and the MEDIA 
Programme of the European Union. 
Dunya & Desie was developed with financial support from (among others): Dutch Film Fund, Independent 
Films, Motion Investment group 
 
Dunya & Desie is a Dutch – Belgian co-production in co-production with the NPS 
© 2007 DUNYA & DESIE DE FILM CV  © 2007 DUNYA & DESIE DE FILM CV  © 2007 DUNYA & DESIE DE FILM CV  © 2007 DUNYA & DESIE DE FILM CV      
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Publicity during Berlinale 2008Publicity during Berlinale 2008Publicity during Berlinale 2008Publicity during Berlinale 2008    

    
Silversalt prSilversalt prSilversalt prSilversalt pr    

Thessa Mooij thessa@silversaltpr.com   
+49 (0)173 180 6622 

Claudia Tomassini:  claudia@silversaltpr.com  
+49 (0)173 205 5794 

Saarbrücker Strasse 24, Haus B 
10405 Berlin, Germany 
www.silversaltpr.com 
(pressbook and stills) 
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Lemming FilmLemming FilmLemming FilmLemming Film    
Esther Schmidt 
De Tolstraat 137A 

1074 VJ Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
t: +31(0)20 - 661 0424 
m: +31 (0)6 - 27 094 212 
www.lemmingfilm.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Contact Contact Contact Sales AgentSales AgentSales AgentSales Agent    
    

Delphis FilmsDelphis FilmsDelphis FilmsDelphis Films 
Xiaojuan Zhou 

225 Roy St East, suite 200 
Montreal, PQ, Canada H2W 1M5 

t: 1-514-843 3355 x 237 
m: 1-514-758 0055 

xiao@delphisfilms.com 
www.delphisfilms.com 

 
 




